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Armed and Dangerous: Art of the Arsenal

November 12, 2011 – March 11, 2012

Site curated by Marina Pacini, Chief Curator and Curator of American, Modern and Contemporary Art

Originated from the Berkshire Museum, Pittsfield MA

Throughout history, humans have crafted armaments for both offensive and defensive purposes. Ranging from simple axes and shields to complex guns and armor, the myriad weapons developed over the centuries reflect the evolution of technology, class, mythmaking, and personal identity. Often, their functionality is equaled by their superb artistry; and they provide great insight into our understanding of changes in human culture. Armed and Dangerous: Art of the Arsenal encompasses weaponry from around the world and spanning over 1000 years.

 

Regardless of when or where they were made, these objects were created to fight, protect, and intimidate and just as often to convey power and status. Many of them have been inspired by the natural world, where fierce fangs, claws, beaks, and horns are displayed not only to injure or kill, but also to avoid battle through demonstrations of dominance. The embellishment of some of the exquisite examples of early weapons—such as elaborately designed swords, shields, daggers, clubs, and maces—belies their functional purpose. The exhibition includes culturally diverse armaments, including a Greek helmet, American muskets and pistols, a Persian horned helmet, three sets of medieval armor, African shields, and a samurai suit, all of which display a balance of both fine craftsmanship and functionality.

 

Armed & Dangerous: Art of the Arsenal explores the evolution, function, and craft of weaponry and armor across time and continents. It demonstrates how they reflect the cultures that produced them and that even some of the most menacing objects can be aesthetically appealing.
Brooks Introduces: Kim Thomas

November 23 – January 15, 2012

Curated by Jenny Hornby, Assistant Curator of Education

Memphis College of Art MFA student Kim Thomas experiments with one material: used plastic shopping bags. This exhibition highlights the creative exploration and artistic growth of the artist over the last two years. Using traditional crochet techniques as a building block for her forms, Thomas’s work transforms objects of mass consumption into uniquely textured sculptural forms.  Monoprints serve as companion pieces to the sculptures, reflecting the way plastic bags pollute the natural environment. 
Mid-South Scholastic Art Awards

January 29 – February 13, 2011

Curated by the Education Department

In its 47th year at the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, the Mid-South Scholastic Art Awards exhibition has a long history of recognizing the artistic excellence and creativity of the region’s youth in grades seven through twelve. 

The Soul of a City: Memphis Collects African American Art
June 9 – September 2, 2012
Curated by Marina Pacini, Chief Curator and Curator of American, Modern and Contemporary Art
The diversity, vitality, and creativity that we associate with American art are abundantly evident in the wide-ranging achievements of African American artists. This exhibition will reveal the variety of paintings, sculptures, photographs, drawings, and mixed media works from the 20th and 21st centuries in both private and public collections in Memphis. Among the regional and national artists included will be Romare Bearden, William Edmondson, Wangechi Mutu, Darrell Ellis, George Hunt, Clementine Hunter, Lorna Simpson, Edwin Jeffery, Dewitt Jordan, Carrie Mae Weems, Jacob Lawrence, Brenda Joysmith, Luther Hampton, Elizabeth Catlett, Twin, Thornton Dial, Alma Thomas, James van der Zee, Kara Walker, and Ernest Withers.
Tiffany Lamps: Articles of Utility, Objects of Art

October 13, 2012 – January 13, 2013

Site curated by Stanton Thomas, Curator of European and Decorative Art

Celebrating Louis Comfort Tiffany’s (1848-1933) revolutionary contributions to modern lighting, the exhibition is the first to explore how the company’s extraordinarily beautiful lamps successfully balanced exquisite artistry with practical needs. Tiffany Lamps: Articles of Utility, Objects of Art includes forty stunning examples of lighting in a wide array of colors, sizes, and decorative styles—comprising masterpieces of design, metalwork, gilding, and of course, stained- and blown glass. The exhibition explores the inspiration behind the company’s famous creations, as well as how Tiffany adapted his works to meet changing lighting technologies while at the same time striving to balance luxury with affordability. The show also includes period workroom photographs, tools, and materials, allowing visitors a fuller understanding of how these magnificent objects were crafted. The exhibition is organized by The Neustadt Collection of Tiffany Glass in New York City, a non-profit institution renowned for its superb holdings of antique lamps and other decorative arts by Tiffany & Company.
  

All information is subject to verification and change.
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