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About the Brooks

The Brooks Museum, founded by Bessie Vance Brooks in memory of her husband Samuel Hamilton Brooks, opened in 1916.  Located in the historic Overton Park of Midtown Memphis, the Brooks is the oldest and largest encyclopedic art museum in the state of Tennessee.  Since its opening, there have been three expansions to the original building in 1953, 1973, and 1989.

Nearly 8,500 works make up the permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy, English portraiture, American painting and decorative arts, contemporary art, and an award-winning survey of African art.  The print study room houses over 4,500 works of art on paper.
The Brooks hosts 4 to 6 traveling exhibitions each year which typically run for 8 to 12 weeks.  There are also smaller, in-house exhibitions highlighting the permanent collection throughout the year.  In the Education Gallery, “emerging artists” are highlighted twice a year.

The Brooks regularly partners with various community organizations such as Boys and Girls Clubs of Memphis, the Memphis Literacy Council, BRIDGES, Girls, Inc., Memphis College of Art, Memphis and Shelby County Humane Society, Memphis Symphony Orchestra, Playhouse on the Square, New Ballet Ensemble among many others.  Forty five docents lead scheduled tours for schools and other groups from September through May, Wednesday through Friday.  There are also self-guided tours for adults and children in English and Spanish.  The research library holds over 5,000 volumes.

The Brooks has 3000 members and the museum’s annual attendance ranges between 80,000 and 100,000.  A recent survey estimates that 40% of these visitors are tourists.  The most important fundraising for the Brooks is The Art of Good Taste, a series of wine events and lifestyle auctions taking place each spring.  The annual budget of the museum is $5.2 million, of which 70% is donated.  

Hours

· Mondays          Closed
· Tuesdays          Closed
· Wednesday      10 am – 4 pm    

· Thursday         10 am – 8 pm

· Friday              10 am – 4 pm

· Saturday          10 am – 5 pm

· Sunday            11:30 – 5 pm

*The Brooks is open every Thursday until 8 pm.  The Brushmark Restaurant seats until 9 pm.  

The museum is closed Mondays, Tuesdays, New Year’s Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day.
Address

Memphis Brooks Museum of Art
1934 Poplar Avenue
Memphis, TN 38104
Phone: 901.544.6200
Fax: 901.725.4071
Museum Admission

Admission to the Brooks is always free for Members!  The last ticket is sold 30 minutes before museum closes. Tickets include admission to all current special exhibitions and the permanent collection. We accept Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover. Purchase tickets online.
· Adult: $7
· Seniors (65+): $6
· Students (w/ ID): $3
· Youth (7 – 17): $3
· Children 6 and under: Free

· Student groups scheduled through the Education Department: Free

· Student groups unscheduled: $1 per student

· Special exhibition rates may apply for traveling exhibitions.
Pay What You Can Wednesdays

Every Wednesday 10 am – 4 pm 

This offer excludes group tours of 10 or more. To book your group visit call 901.544.6215

The Brushmark Restaurant

Lunch is served every Wednesday-Sunday from 11:30 am-2:30 pm. 
Dinner is served every Thursday from 5 - 9 pm. 
For reservations by phone call 901.544.6225.
The Museum Store is open during regular museum visiting hours:

Wednesday and Friday 10 am - 4 pm 
Thursday 10 am - 8 pm
Saturday 10 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 12 - 5 pm 
Closed Monday and Tuesday
For more information about The Museum Store call 901.544.6205.  
There is no admission fee when visiting the Brushmark or Museum Store.
All members receive a 10% discount at the Brushmark and the Museum Store.
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