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A TASTE FOR CHINA EXPLORES ARTISTIC CONNECTION BETWEEN CHINA AND THE WEST

Exhibition organized by Brooks Museum on view from March 26 to June 15, 2011

Memphis, TN (March 17, 2011) – Since Marco Polo’s tales of wondrous Eastern lands first became popular in the medieval era, the West has been fascinated by China. The country’s exotic luxuries—including porcelain, lacquer-ware, jade, and silk— and the striking beauty of the visual arts fueled the fashion for Asian things. A Taste for China celebrates this longstanding and rich cultural relationship. The exhibition, which includes objects drawn from the Brooks’ permanent collection as well as loans from the Belz Museum, the Fogelman Foundation, the Scheidt family, and numerous other Memphis collectors, will be on view from Saturday, March 26 to Wednesday, June 15, 2011. 
A Taste for China documents and illustrates both sides of the creative exchange between East and West. It includes displays of objects that the Chinese produced specifically for export, as well as works that show the influence of such items on Western artists in their creation of the chinoiserie style. The exhibition, curated by Stanton Thomas, the Brooks’ Curator of European and Decorative Art, consists of over 100 diverse objects, ranging from cinnabar and ivory carvings to silk embroideries and a jade burial suit.

One of the oldest objects in this exhibition, a bronze ding or offering vessel, was created in 1500-1000 BC during the mysterious Shang Dynasty. Newer objects such as a beautiful stark white porcelain statue of Guanyin date to the nineteenth century. The Western obsession with Chinese objects is illustrated by Still Life With Dog, a circa-1650 oil-on-canvas work by the Flemish painter Pieter Boel, who chose to incorporate an image of a fine blue and white Ming Dynasty vase. A French dressing table with bronze, mother-of-pearl, tortoise shell and brass inlay from around 1870 is an extraordinary blend of chinoiserie and Victorian style. 
Programs and events presented at the Brooks in conjunction with A Taste for China include a two-part film series, A Taste for Chinese Cinema, with a May 22 screening of John Rabe-- a dramatization of the true story of a German businessman who rescued more than 200,000 civilians during the “Nanking Massacre”--  followed by a May 29 screening of Last Train Home-- a documentary filmed over several years tracing the steps of one couple out of 130 million migrant workers who perform an annual mass exodus from China’s cities to spend their New Year holiday with the families they’ve left behind.  Additionally, the Brooks is offering a special Art for Lunch on April 8, Tea and Tour for Seniors on May 12, and home school tours of the exhibition for students ages 6-18 on May 19.
A Taste for China is generously sponsored by Morgan Keegan. 

About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art:

The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Ave. in historic Overton Park, is the largest art museum in a three-state region of the American South. Nearly 9,000 works make up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org. 
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MEDIA CONTACT: Andria Lisle, Public Relations Manager 


(901) 544-6208 or andria.lisle@brooksmuseum.org











