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BROOKS INTRODUCES SHOWCASES PHOTOGRAPHER MICHAEL DAROUGH

Memphis, TN (October 26, 2010) – The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art highlights photographer Michael Darough in Brooks Introduces, its annual showcase of work by emerging young artists who are either attending, or have recently graduated, art school. The exhibition is on view from November 6, 2010, through January 16, 2011. 

Brooks Introduces is sponsored by a Jeniam Foundation grant administered through ArtsMemphis, and curated by Kathy Dumlao, the Brooks’ associate curator of education. Since its inception in 2002, the series has showcased the work of several emerging artists from the Memphis College of Art, Rhodes College, and the University of Memphis.

“I chose Michael because I was drawn to his exploration of identity through his images of himself as a twin,” Dumlao explains. “The thought behind his work is interesting, as is his technique in capturing images. Additionally, Michael knows how to market himself as an artist and is organized, motivated, and confident in what he’s doing.”

Darough, a St. Louis native, is pursuing his Master of Fine Arts in photography at the University of Memphis, where he also works as an instructor. His work has been exhibited at Arizona State University, at the University of Memphis Art Museum, downtown gallery the Medicine Factory, and, most recently, at the Ned R. McWherter Library on the University of Memphis campus. 

Darough’s current work serves as a translation of his thoughts into visual representations of memory. Using his camera as primary tool, Darough has constructed an imaginary twin, or alternate persona, named Marcus. 

“I have shaped an environment where two distinct versions of myself can coexist. He is an inverted image of my own personality, the individual who identically resembles me but is different,” Darough says, explaining that he hopes that viewers will question both the relationship between the two brothers in his photographs and the believability of the imagery. 

The oldest and largest encyclopedic art museum in Tennessee, the Brooks serves 75,000-plus visitors, including more than 15,000 students, annually. 

Educational programs are offered throughout the year to inspire students at all levels. Teacher resources and workshops provide creative ways to stimulate learning and integrate art into subjects across the curriculum. 

About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art:

The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Ave. in Overton Park, is the oldest and largest encyclopedic art museum in the state of Tennessee.  For more information on this, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901)544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org. 
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