[image: image1.jpg]BRQKS

MEMPHIS BROOKS MUSEUM OF ART



 

ART AND SCANDAL: THE MCCALL PURCHASE 

EXPLORES HISTORIC CITY OF MEMPHIS ACQUISITION 
Exhibition organized by Brooks Museum 
on view through May 13, 2012
Memphis, TN (January 4, 2012) – In 1943, in an unprecedented move under the leadership of Mayor Walter Chandler, the City of Memphis spent $25,000 for 38 paintings from St. Louis, Missouri collector Warner S. McCall. The McCall purchase was quite astute, bringing extraordinary works by artists such as Sir Anthony van Dyck, Sofonisba Anguissola, Winslow Homer, and George Inness to what was then called the Brooks Memorial Art Gallery. 
Curated by Stanton Thomas, the Brooks’ Curator of European and Decorative Art, Art and Scandal: The McCall Purchase offers an opportunity to consider all 38 paintings included in this historic acquisition, such as van Dyck’s Portrait of Queen Henrietta Maria, a wonderfully intimate portrait of this tragic monarch, and Homer’s 1879 landmark work Reading by the Brook, a masterpiece that typifies the artist’s tranquil, post-Civil War genre scenes. 

Although a modest sum by today’s standards, this expenditure of public funds for fine art ignited a huge civic debate in 1943. The controversy was fueled by dynamic exchanges in the local press and eventually attracted national attention. Art and Scandal: The McCall Purchase examines the political ramifications of the acquisition and the role of connoisseurship in building a museum’s collection. The exhibition also explores the origins of McCall’s collection and details how the artworks arrived in Memphis. 

“When this art was purchased, it was a scandal – spending public funds for fine art was problematic,” says Thomas. “However, I’m continually amazed by Mayor Chandler’s foresight and his willingness to enrich the lives of the citizens of Memphis not just materially, but culturally. His investment of $25,000 continues to pay rich dividends.”

About the Memphis Brooks Museum of Art:

The Memphis Brooks Museum of Art, located at 1934 Poplar Avenue in historic Overton Park, is one of the largest art museums in the American South. Over 9,000 works make up the Brooks’ permanent collection including ancient works from Greece, Rome, and the Ancient Americas; Renaissance masterpieces from Italy; English portraiture; American painting and decorative arts; contemporary art; and a survey of African art. For more information on the Brooks, and all other exhibitions and programs, call (901) 544-6200 or visit www.brooksmuseum.org. 
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